Amongst highly marginalized minorities, such as the Roma, intersectional groups -i.e. those positioned at the crossroad of several axes of oppression, such as race/ethnicity-, class-and gender-related concerns -are the major victims of injustice and discrimination. Their intersectional invisibility forces them to struggle for their recognition as political interlocutors by both national and supranational institutions, as well as by civil society actors (such as mainstream movements and single-strand organizations). This article-based dissertation addresses the role and position of intersectional marginalized groups in contemporary European politics. It does so by focusing on the case of Romani women. More precisely, it explores whether European multi-layered political spaces contribute to fostering or hindering intersectional policies and mobilizations, both at the national and the transnational levels.
This thesis contributes to two main bodies of literatures -namely, on political intersectionality and on the Europeanization of social movements. First, it investigates the political opportunities and spaces that national and supranational political actors offer for intersectional policies and mobilizations to be established and developed in Europe. Second, it examines how intersectional constituencies perceive these spaces and how they react to them. These questions are addressed throughout four different articles. The first article asks whether, and to what extent, intersectionality is incorporated in equality policies, at both the EU and domestic levels. To do so, it constitutes a new set of indicators to evaluate how much intersectionality-conscious such policies are. The second paper investigates whether the EU integration process presents (political) advantages for national intersectional political actors, or rather intensifies their marginalization from mainstream political agendas. Findings show that the EU creates both opportunities and constraints for domestic intersectional activiststhus, confirming the function of intersectionality as a 'double-edged sword'. The third piece argues that similar EU-driven political opportunities provided in countries with a similar historical path (i.e. Romania and Bulgaria) can turn into different political 'practices' -such as levels of participation in domestic politics and policy-making, access to financial resources, and so on -depending on the usage that domestic activists (are able and/or willing to) make of them. In doing so, it demonstrates that a focus on (intersectional) agency is necessary, as opportunities and usages are equally important in the exploration of movement performances. Finally, the fourth article asks how Romani women activists have responded to the opportunity spaces created for them by international organizations at the European transnational level, and demonstrates that not always such spaces have corresponded to what activists perceive as safe and functional arenas where to articulate their intersectional concerns and collective claims.
To foster the understanding of activists' responses, it develops a heuristic tool which allows the systematization of activists' reactions to the top-down 'rules of the game'.
Using a qualitative research methodology, mostly based on data gathered through expert (semi-structured and unstructured) interviews and analyzed via Qualitative Content Analysis, this thesis demonstrates that creating opportunity structures and spaces for intersectional minority groups is not enough, and that their quality matters.
Through the case of Romani women, it reveals that an intersectional analysis can significantly contribute to further exploring and conceptualizing agency and good opportunities -thus, advancing a critical turn to the study of contemporary social movements.
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